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ELY    CATHEDRAL. 


An.  i>ci.xxm.  See.  ^theldrybt  ongon  thaet  Mynster  aet  Elige." 

Thb  Saxon  Chronicz.b. 


Twelve  centuries  and  more  Is  the  tale  of  j-ears  in  the  history  of  Ely 
Minster.  In  the  Liber  ElUnsis,  (a  Chronicle  begun  by  Monk  Thomas  in  the 
1 2th  century,  a  copy  of  which  in  12th  or  early  13th  century  handwriting 
is  still  preserved  in  the  Chapter  Muniment  Room,)  it  is  said  that  a  Church 
was  founded  in  607  by  S.  Augustine,  in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  at  Cratendune,  a  mile 
South  of  the  present  site.  But  beyond  that  bare  statement  we  have  no  evidence 
of  the  existence  of  anj'  such  Church.  In  673,  however,  the  first  Ely  Minster 
was  founded  by  S.  Ethel dreda.  An  account  of  her  life  is  given  in  Bede's 
Ecclesiastical  Histor>',  Book  iv.  (chapters  xix,  xx.)  The  Princess  .^theldrj'ht 
[Etheldreda=Aldreda=Aldreth=Audrey]  was  one  of  the  four  Daughters  of 
Anna,  King  of  the  East  Anglians  •  married  (i)  in  652  to  Tonbert,  Earldorman 
or  Prince  of  the  South  Gir\-ii,  or  Fenmen,  receiving  the  Isle  of  Ely  as  her 
dowry,  and  (2)  in  658  to  Egfrid,  son  of  Oswy,  King  of  Northumbria,  receiving 
as  dowrj'  large  Northumbrian  Estates,  which  however  under  the  advice  of 
Wilfrid,  Bp.  of  York,  she  gave  up  to  religious  uses.  About  12  years  after  her 
betrothal  to  Egfrid,  when  she  had  become  Queen  of  Northumbria,  she  resolved 
to  retire  from  the  Northern  Kingdom,  to  her  estate  in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  there  to 
devote  herself  to  a  life  of  seclusion  and  prayer  in  a  monastery  founded  by 
herself.  This  she  did  in  673.  The  first  Ely  Monastery  was  a  double  house  of 
Monks  and  Nuns.  Queen  Etbeldreda  was  the  first  Abbess.  She  died  in  678  and 
was  succeeded  by  her  sister  Sexburga,  widow  of  Earconbert,  King  of  Kent. 
In  695  her  body,  placed  in  a  white  marble  sarcophagus,  was  translated  to 
the  Saxon  Church  on  the  present  site  and  there,  or  within  a  few  yards  of  that 
place,  it  remained  for  nearly  900  years,  a  centre  of  pilgrimage  and  reverence. 


In  870  tlie  Isle  was  ravaged  by  the  Danes  and  the  Church  and  Monastery  were 
destroyed.  William  of  Malmesbury  states  (De.  Gest.  Pont.  ff.  293)  that  King 
Alfred  in  878  founded  a  College  of  priests  on  the  vacant  site.  Certainly  in 
970,  King  Edgar  by  the  advice  of  Bp.  ^thelwold  of  Winchester,  reorganised 
the  Ely  Monastery  under  the  Benedictine  Rule,  and  gave  back  to  it  all  the 
lands  with  which  it  had  originally  been  endowed.  Brihtnoth  was  appointed 
first  Abbot.  In  1071  the  Abbey,  which  had  espoused  the  cause  of  the^Stheling 
Edgar,  after  a  long  defence  under  Hereward,  surrendered  to  William 
the  Conqueror.  In  1083,  the  building  of  the  present  Cathedral  was  com- 
menced by  Abbot  Simeon,  brother  of  Walkelin  Bishop  of  Winchester  and  a 
kinsman  of  the  Conqueror,  and  was  continued  during  the  12th  century. 

In  1 106  the  second  translation  of  S.  Etheldreda's  body  took  place  to  the 
Norman  choir,  which  had  just  been  completed.  In  1 109  the  Diocese  of  Ely  was 
created,  the  revenues  of  the  Abbot  being  used  for  the  endowment  of  the  See,  so 
that  henceforth  the  Prior  was  the  head  of  the  Monastery.  The  great  West  Tower 
with  its  Transepts,  (the  Southern  one  alone  now  remaining)  belong  to  the  end 
of  the  I2th  century.  Much  of  this  work  is  due  to  the  fifteen  years  of  Geoffrey 
Ridel's  Episcopate  (1174 — 1189).  The  Western  or  Galilee  Porch,  seems  to 
belong  to  the  Episcopate  of  Eustace  (1198 — 1215).  It  is  a  perfect  example  of 
the  fully  developed  I^ancet  style.  In  1235  the  building  of  the  Presbytery  was 
begun  by  Bishop  Hugh  of  North  wold  These  six  easternmost  bays  are  of 
the  very  purest  and  most  beautiful  English  Gothic  of  the  13th  century. 
"Nowhere" — says  Proiessor  Freeman — "  can  we  better  study  the  boldly  clus- 
tered marble  pier  with  its  detached  shafts,  the  richly  floriated  capitals  with  their 
round  abaci  the  yet  richer  corbels  which  bear  up  the  marble  vaulting  shafts,  the 
bold  and  deeply  cut  mouldings  of  every  arch  great  and  small.  L,ovelier  detail  was 
surely  never  wrought  by  the  hand  of  man."  Into  this  noble  Presbytery,  on  the 
15th  October,  1252,  in  the  presence  of  King  Henry  III  and  his  son,  and  many  of 
the  leading  nobles  and  prelates  of  the  kingdom,  the  Shrines  of  the  Foundress  and 
of  the  three  other  Abbesses,  and  the  reputed  Shrine  of  S.  Alban,  were  removed, 
a  few  feet  eastward  from  their  position  in  the  Norman  Choir,  and  the  whole 
Church  in  ground  plan  completed  as  we  have  it  to-day  was  dedicated  to  S.  Mary, 
S.  Peter  and  S.  Etheldreda.  But  although  the  Cathedral  was  thus  finished  in  the 
13th  century  as  far  as  its  length  and  breadth  were  concerned  as  it  now  stands,  in 
thenext  centurya  necessaryreconstructionof  the  central  crossing  of  the  building 


changed  entirely  not  only  the  external  outline  but  the  whole  general  effect  of 
the  Church  within.  For  on  the  22nd  February,  1322,  the  central  Norman  tower 
fell,  a  catastrophe  which,  through  the  supreme  constructive  genius  of  Alan 
de  Walsingham,  became  a  blessing  In  disguise,  and  led  to  the  building  of  the 
octagon  tower  and  lantern,  a  feature  which  gives  to  the  interior  of  Ely  Minster 
its  unique  beauty  and  grace,  queenly  beyond  words,  and  to  the  exterior  that 
characteristic  outline,  which  has  no  fellow  in  any  of  the  Churches  of  England 
or  indeed  of  Christendom.    The  stonework,  begun  in  1322,  took  six  years  to 
build,  and  was  finished  in  1328  ;  the  woodwork,  begun  at  once  on  the  completion 
of  the  stonework,  took  twice  the  time  and  was  not  finished  till  1342.    The 
sculptured  corbels,  midway  up  each  of  the  eight  vaulting  shafts  of  the  octagon, 
contain  representations  of  incidents  in  the  life  of  S.  Etheldreda.    The  three 
beautiful  decorated  arches  east  of  the  Octagon,  now  used  as  the  place  of  the 
ritual  choir,  which  took  the  place  of  the  Norman  arches  shattered  by  the  fall 
of  the  tower .  the  elaborately  canopied  oak  stalls  (the  50  carved  panels  of  scenes 
from  Old  and  New  Testament  scenes  are  by  Abeloos  of  Ix)uvain,  a  modem 
wood-carver) ;   the  superb  Lady  Chapel,  with  its  priceless  sculptured  work, 
one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  Decorated  architecture  in  the  kingdom ;   the 
sub-structure  of  S.  Etheldreda's  shrine ,  and  among  the  monastery  buildings 
Prior  Crauden's  Chapel,  a  perfect  gem  of  beauty  and  originality,  are  all  Alan 
de  Walsingham's  work     The  wooden  pyramidal  spire  which  in  all  probability 
crowned  Bishop  Geoffrey's  western  tower,  gave  way  in  the  15th  century  to  the 
present  stone  octagonal  tower,  flanked  with  comer  turrets  of  a  late  Decorated 
tjrpe,  crowned  again  with  a  wooden  spire  which  has  since  happily  vanished. 
Bishop  Alcock's  Chapel,   at  the  east  end  of  the  north    Choir    Aisle  was 
constructed  i486 — 1500,  and  Bishop  West's  Chapel  at  the  corresponding  place 
in   the  south    1515 — 1534.      In    1770,   the   ritual   choir  with  Wflsingham's 
stalls  was  moved  from  under  the   Octagon  to  the  extreme  East  End,  to  be 
again  moved  to  its  present  position  in  1847.      Between  1757  and  1770  the 
massive  Norman  stone  screen,  which  for  eight  centuries  had  stood  across  the 
Nave,  was  ruthlessly  destroyed,  and  a  few  years  later,  the  roof  of  the  upper  hall 
of  the  Galilee  Porch  was  removed  and  the  western  opening  of  the  Tower  arch 
filled  with  a  modem  window,  thus  effectually  blocking  the  view  of  the  three 
great  Lancets  forty  leet  lurther  west,  through  which  up  to  that  time  the  setting 
sun  must  day  by  day  through  so  many  centuries  have  flooded  the  long  Nave 
with  its  evening  light. 
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Index  to  Plan  of  Cathedral. 


1.  Bishop  Joseph  Allen  1836-45,  during  whose  episcopate  the  Counties  of  Huntingdon  and 

Bedford,  and  the  Archdeaconry  of  Sudbury  were  added  (1837)  to  Diocese  of  Ely. 

2.  Bishop  John  Moore. 

3.  Sir  Mark  Steward  1603. 

4.  Bishop  Robert  Butts,  1738 — 1748,  formerly  Dean  and  Bishop  of  Norwich. 

5.  Robert  oteward  1570. 

6  Mr.  William  Lynne  1589,  placed  by  his  widow,  Elizabeth  Steward,  daughter  of  Sir 
William  Steward,  afterwards  the  wife  of  Robert  Cromwell  and  mother  of  the 
Protector  Oliver. 

7.  Modern  Brass,  marking  the  place  of  burial  of  Prior  and  Dean  Robert  Steward. 

8.  Bishop  Thomas  Greene  1723 — 38. 

9  Dean  Humphrey  Tyndall,  1591 — 1614.  Heir  to  the  kingdom  of  Bohemia  in  right  of 
Margaret  his  great  grandmother,  niece  of  the  King  of  Bohemia.  Fuller  states  that 
he  refused  the  kingdom  alleging  that  he  woidd  rather  be  Queen  Elizabeth's  subject, 
than  a  Foreign  Prince. 

10.  James  Bentham  1794,  Historian  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Ely,  a  Prebendary  and 

formerly  a  Minor  Canon. 

11.  Bishop  Thomas  Goodrich  1534 — 54,  a  zealous  promoter  of  the  Reformation,  one  of  the 

revisers  of  the  Translation  of  the  NewTestament.  Compiler  of  the  Duty  to  God  and  the 
Duty  to  one's  neighbour  in  the  Church  Catechism.  Lord  Chancellor  1551.  Built  Gallery 
of  the  Palace.  It  was  most  probably  his  Injunction  of  1541  as  to  Images  and 
Table  Monuments  of  Miracles  that  led  to  the  destruction  of  S.  Awdrey's  Shrme,  and 
possibly  also  to  the  destruction  of  the  sculptured  work  of  the  Lady  Chapel. 

12.  Bishop  Martin  Heton  1600 — 09,  Dean  of  Winchester. 

13.  Bishop  William  de  Luda  (or  Louth)  1290 — 98,  Archdeacon  of  Durham,  Prebendary  of 

S.  Paul's,  and  of  York  and  of  Lincoln.    Lord  Chancellor. 

14.  Bishop  John  Barnet  1366 — 1374.   Treasurer  of  England.    Formerly  Bishop  of  Worcester 

and  of  Bath.  Inserted  the  East  Window  of  Lady  Chapel,  and  the  Triforium  Windows 
of  the  Presbytery  east  of  the  Decorated  Choir. 

15.  Cenotaph  of  John,  Lord  Tiptoft,  Earl  of  Worcester,  and  his  two  wives,  1437 — 70,  a 

great  Patron  of  learning  and  art.  Caxton  says  of  him  "  he  floured  in  vertue  and 
amnyng ;  to  whom  he  knew  none  tyke,  among  the  lordes  of  the  temporaliiie  in  science 
and  moral  vertue:^'  and  Fuller  exclaims  of  his  beheadal,  ^^  The  axe  did  at  one  blow 
cut  off  more  leai-ning  than  was  left  in  the  heads  of  all  the  surviving  nobility." 

16.  Bishop  Peter  Gunning  1675 — 1684,  formerly  Master  of  Corpus  and  then  of  S.  John's 

College,  Cambridge,  Lady  Margaret  and  Regius  Professor  of  Divinity,  Bishop  of 
Chichester,  Author  of  "  The  Prayer  for  all  Conditions  of  Men." 

17.  Tombstone  of  Dean  Steward  1541 — 1557,  removed  to  this  place  from  7.    Robert  Steward 

or  Styward,  alias  Welles  or  of  Wells  (Norfolk)  the  last  Prior  of  the  Monastery  and 
first  Dean.  He  himself  claimed  to  be  a  descendant  in  direct  line  of  Bauquo,  King  of 
Scotland  in  1048,  through  Walter  Steward  or  Stewart,  a  kinsman  of  Prince  James  of 
Scotland,  but  genealogists  have  thrown  some  doubt  upon  this  claim  of  the  Norfolk 
and  Ely  Steward  family  (from  whom  on  his  mother's  side  Oliver  Cromwell  was  also 
descended)  to  be  a  true  branch  of  the  Scotch  royal  family  of  Stuart. 

18.  Canon  Selwyn  1833 — 75,  Lady  Margaret  Professor  of  Divinity,  Cambridge. 

19.  Bishop  John  Hotham  1316 — 1337.     Chancellor  of  the  King's  (Edward  II.)  Exchequer, 

Preoendary  of  York.  A  munificent  promoter  of  the  great  architectural  works  carried 
on  under  the  rule  of  Prior  Crauden  and  from  the  designs  of  Alan  de  Walsingham  the 
Sacrist.  In  his  time  the  Lady  Chapel  was  begun,  the  Octagon  completed,  and  the 
exquisite  bays  of  the  decorated  Choir  designed.  Tomb  moved  here  from  55  in  Choir. 


20.  Bishop  West's  gravestone  moved  from  the  chapel  1885. 

21.  Ancient  gravestone  or  part  of  monument  found  under  the  floor  of  the  Nave  in  S.  Mary's 

Church.  It  is  a  sculptured  representation  of  the  Archangel  Michael  carrying  to 
heaven  the  soul  of  a  Bishop  (indicated  by  the  crozier).  On  the  canopy  is  inscribed 
"S.  Michael  oret  pro  me"  It  is  of  Norman  date,  and  has  been  conjectured  to  be  the 
tombstone  of  Bishop  Nigel  1133 — 69. 

t2.    Memorial  tablet  to  Mrs.  Luckock. 

*3.  Bishop  James  Russell  Woodford  1873— 1885.  Vicar  of  Leeds,  Chaplain  in  Ordinary  to 
the  Queen,  Founder  of  the  Ely  Theological  College.     See  also  cenotaph  in  Nave. 

24.  Bishop  Bowyer  Edward  Sparke  1S12— 1836.   Bishop  of  Chester    On  the  death  of  Bishop 

Sparke  the  temporal  jurisdiction  exercised  within  the  Isle  of  Ely  by  the  Bishops 
ceased  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

25.  Bishop  Edmund  Keene  1 771 — 1781.     Bishop  of  Chester 

26.  Cenotaph  of  Bishop  Nicholas  West  1515 — 34.   Chaplain  to  Henry  VII.   Dean  of  Windsor. 

Above  the  tomb  in  seven  small  niches  are  deposited  the  bones  of  six  Saxon  Bishops 
of  the  X.  and  XI.  Centuries,  and  of  Earl  Bryhtnoth  of  East  Anglia,  who  was  killed 
by  the  Danes^'at  the  Battle  of  llaldon  in  991,  and  wa5  one  of  the  earliest  benefactors 
01  the  Monastery.  His  fine  death  words  are  worthy  of  remembrance.  "God  of 
nations  I  thank  Thee  for  all  the  joy  I  have  had  in  Itfe."  These  relics  were  moved  here 
from  the  Choir  at  the  end  of  the  last  century. 

27.  Cenotaph  of  Bishop  Sparke.     cf.  24. 

28.  Canon  W.  H.  Mill  1848—1855.    Regius  Professor  of  Hebrew  at  Cambridge. 

29.  Bishop  Joseph  Allen.    c£  i. 

30.  Cardinal  Louis  de  Luxemburg,  Bishop  1438 — 1444.     Chancellor  of  France  and  Not 

mandy. 

31.  Early  Muniment  chest. 

32.  Canon  Henry  Fardell,  1819. 

33.  Bishop  John  Alcock  i486 — 1501.     Master  of  the  Rolls.      Bishop  of  Rochester  and 

Worcester.  Founder  of  Jesus  College,  Cambridge  :  he  built  much  of  the  Ely  Palace : 
was  controller  of  works  to  Henry  VII.  Notice  his  cenotaph  in  North  side  of  chapel, 
and  the  stone  built  into  East  wall,  bearing  the  inscription  "Johannes  Alkoc  Epus 
Eliensis  banc  fabricam  fieri  fecit,  m.cccclxxxviii." 
34-  Bishop  William  Grey  1454—1478.  Chancellor  of  Oxford  Lord  Treasurer,  a  friend  of 
the  Earl  of  Worcester  (15).     Founder  of  Balliol  College,  Library. 

35.  Sir  William  Thorpe. 

36.  Bishop  Benjamin  Laney,  1667 — 1675. 

37.  Supposed  to  be  the  arm  of  Bishop  Northwold's  stone  chair.     The  sculpture  represents 

the  wolf  with  8.  Edmund's  head  in  his  paws.  Bishop  North  wold  had  been  Abbot  of 
Bury  S.  Edmunds. 

38.  Bishop  Hugh  of  North  wold,   1229 — 1254.     Abbot  of  St.  Edmundsbury.     He  built  the 

Presbytery.  His  burial  place  is  marked  by  a  marble  slab  at  the  foot  of  the  Altai 
steps.     Notice  sculpture,  The  Martyrdom  of  S.  Edmund,  at  foot  of  tomb. 

39.  Penelope  Patrick  1725,  wife  of  Bishop  Patrick. 

40.  Canon  Thomas  Jarrett  1855 — 82.     Regius  Professor  of  Hebrew. 

41.  Bishop  Matthias  Mawson  1754—71. 

42.  Part  of  the  XIV.  century  sub-structure  of  S.  Awdrey's  shrine. 

43.  Bishop  Simon  Patrick  1691— 1707.    Dean  of  Peterborough,  Bishop  of  Chichester.  Author 

of  "  Mensa  Mystica"  and  many  other  theological  and  devotional  works. 

44.  Bishop  William  of  Kilkenny  1254 — 1257.    Archdeacon  of  Coventry  and  Chancellor 

He  is  buried  in  Spain,  his  heart  only  being  interred  here.  He  founded  two  Divinity 
Exhibitions  at  Cambridge  in  connection  with  Barnwell  Priory. 

45.  Mr.  Basevi,  architect  of  the  Fitzwilliam  Museum,  Cambridge,  who  was  accidentaUj 

killed  by  a  fall  in  the  Western  tower  of  the  Cathedral  in  i&^ 

46.  Unknown 


47-  Bishop  Richard  Redman  1501— 1506.    Bishop  of  S.  Asaph,  then  of  Exeter. 

48.  Dean  Robert  Moss,  1712 — 29.     Fellow  and  Tutor  of  Benet  College,  Cambridge. 

49.  Memorial  tablet  to  Dr.  Chipp,  organist  of  Cathedral,  1866—86. 

50.  Canon  Charles  Fleetwood  1717 — 37. 

51.  Bishop  William  Fleetwood  1714— 1723.     Bishop  of  S.  Asaph. 

52.  Thomas  Stuart,  1744. 

53.  Place  of  Burial  of  Bishop  Hugh  of  Northwold. 

54.  Prior  John  of  Crauden  1321 — 41.     Prior  of  the  Monastery  at  the  time  of  the  building  of 

the  Octagon  and  Lady  Chapel.  It  is  the  original  gravestone,  but  the  brass  has  been 
renewed.  He  was  the  friend  of  Queen  Philippa,  and  is  spoken  of  in  the  Anglia  Sacra 
as  "Pastor  Pacificus,"  who  ruled  the  monastery  "cum  omni  pace  et  tranquillitate 
ac  sacra  religionis  dulcedine." 

55.  Bishop  John  Hotham,  cf.  above  19. 

56.  Dean  Henry  Ceesar,  or  Adelmare,  1614—36.    A  great  patron  of  Music. 

57.  The  Epitaph  of  Alan  de  Walsingham — 

Flos  operatorum  dum  vixit  ccrpore  sanus 
Hie  jacet  ante  chorum  Prior  en  tuirulatus  Alanus — 
seems  to  point  to  this  as  the  site  of  his  burial  place.  For  it  was  just  East  of  this 
point  that  the  stone  Norman  screen  (demolished  between  1757 — 1779)  divided  the 
nave  from  the  old  Benedictine  choir.  A  tomb  placed  here  therefore  would  rightly 
be  spoken  of  as  "ante  chorum."  The  existing  slab  howevei  shows  the  matrix  of  a 
brass,  with  a  figure  mitred  and  carrying  a  crozier,  and  is  probably  therefore  the  tomb 
stone  of  one  of  the  xiv.  century  Bishops,  or  mitred  Priors,  moved  to  this  place  at  a 
time  when  so  many  of  the  later  monumental  slabs  in  the  Cathedral  were  disarranged. 

58.  Bishop  Woodford,  cf.  above  23. 

59.  The  Cross  of  S.  Ovin  :  removed  to  the  Cathedral  from  Haddenham  in  the  last  century. 

The  inscription  is  "  Lucem  tuam  Ovino  da  Deus  et  requiem.  Amen."  (Grant,  O 
God,  to  Ovm,  thy  light  and  thy  rest !  Amen.)  The  story  of  S.  Ovin  will  be  found  in 
Bede's  Ecclesiastical  History.  He  was  the  friend  and  house-thane  of  Queen  Ethel- 
dreda,  became  a  monk  at  Lastingham.  and  is  specially  mentioned  by  Bede  as  being 
present  at  the  death  of  S.  Chad  at  lyichfield. 


Dimensions    of    the    Cathedral. 

BXTERIOR.  ft.  in. 

The  whole  length,  from  West  to  East  537  o 

The  length  of  the  great  Cross,  or  Transept,  from  North  to  South 190  o 

Height  of  the  four  stone  turrets  of  the  Western  Tower 215  o 

Height  of  the  two  towers  of  the  South-west  Transept    120  o 

Height  of  the  roof  over  the  Nave 104  o 

Height  of  the  Lantern  over  the  Dome 170  7 

Height  of  the  Eastern  front,  to  the  top  of  the  Cross 115  o 

INTERIOR. 

The  whole  height  from  the  floor  to  the  centre  of  the  Lantern    142  o 

Height  of  the  vaulted  roof  of  the  Choir   70  o 

Clear  diameter  of  the  Octagon,  from  one  pillar  to  the  opposite 65  4 

Clear  diameter  of  the  Lantern,  within 30  o 

Length  of  the  Lady  Chapel  (now  Trinity  Church)    100  o 

Breadth  of  the  same 46  o 

Height  to  its  vaulted  roof 60  o 

a.  H.TYNOALL.  WINTIR.  ILV. 
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